
Sudan Study Group Auction Rules 
 
As approved and amended by the SSG Committee, 17 April 2021 and AGM April 2021, and 
will be in effect as of Auction 68.     
 
Jacke Phillips 
SSG Auctioneer 
21 June 2021 
 

1. GENERAL 
(a)  The auction shall be open to all members of the Sudan Study Group. 
(b) The “Philatelic Auctioneer’s Standard Terms and Conditions of Sale” shall apply, 

except where qualified by these Rules. 
(c) Each auction shall be conducted entirely by post unless notified otherwise.  A live 

auction is normally held at the annual conference, otherwise following postal 
auction procedures in every other respect.  See also Rules 2 (a) and 2 (f), below. 

(d) The submission of a lot for inclusion in the auction or of a bid signifies acceptance of 
these Rules. 

(e) Auction lots are covered by insurance arranged by the Group whilst they are in the 
custody of or in transit to or from the Auctioneer, but require documentation (e.g., 
tracked, recorded post) for submission to the insurers if necessary.  The insurance 
cost is recovered by a uniform percentage charge on the value of Buyers’ purchases 
and the value of Vendors sales, including unsold lots.  The rate of recovery is set at 
one half of one percent. 

(f) Neither the Study Group nor its Officers accept liability for any loss of damage to lots 
whilst in the care of the Group although all reasonable precautions will be taken to 
safeguard such lots. 

(g) A list of prices realised at each sale will be distributed to all members via the 
Newsletter. 

(h) In the event of any dispute arising from these Rules that cannot be resolved to the 
mutual satisfaction of the Auctioneer and the Buyer or Vendor, the matter shall be 
referred to the officers of the Study Group whose decision shall be final and binding. 

 
2. VENDORS 
(a) Vendors must write to the Auctioneer describing the content, condition, estimated 

value and Reserve Price of each lot, together with a scan (if sent by email) or 
printout (if sent by post), preferably in colour.  When setting prices, be aware of Rule 
3 (d), below.  Lots should not be sent to the Auctioneer in the first instance.  The 
Auctioneer will inform the Vendor of lots successfully sold, and only then will the 
Vendor post the sold lots to the Auctioneer for onward posting to the successful 
Buyer.  For a live auction, Vendors not attending should submit ALL their lots by post 
to the Auctioneer in advance, and those attending the auction should bring their lots 
with them to give to the Auctioneer.  The Auctioneer also will acknowledge receipt 
of all lots posted by Vendors; procedures as Rule 2 (d), below. 

(b) In the absence of a Reserve, the Auctioneer has sole discretion to accept bids below 
the estimated value. 



(c) The acceptance of lots from non-members shall be at the discretion of the 
Auctioneer. 

(d) Vendors will receive acknowledgement by email for lot descriptions and scans sent 
to the Auctioneer, together with their Auction catalogue lot numbers.  Vendors who 
communicate by post must include a suitably worded, self-addressed postcard with 
their submission.  Postage costs will be charged to the Vendor. 

(e) The Auctioneer shall have the right to make alterations to the submitted lots, the 
descriptions and (in consultation with the Vendor) revise the estimated Reserve 
Price accordingly, and to reject part or all of a lot or reduce an excessive number of 
lots submitted by a single Vendor (in consultation with the Vendor) if the total 
number of lots exceeds the maximum 100.  Condition is a very important factor.  
Unless there is some exceptional redeeming feature, items in poor condition will not 
be accepted. 

(f) Lots that fail to reach their Reserve or attract no bids at a live auction will be 
returned to the Vendors, either in person (if attending) or by post (if not). 

(g) Vendors will be charged 10% commission on the hammer price of the lots sold.  Any 
postal costs will be charged for any unsold lots being returned to the Vendor by post. 

(h) Vendors in the UK will be paid by cheques drawn on the Sudan Study Group account 
in Pounds Sterling.  Alternate payment methods such as internet bank transfer and 
PayPal also can be used, especially for non-UK members, but the Vendor assumes 
responsibility for all bank charges.  See also Rule 4 (f), below. 

(i) See Rule 3 (i), below.  The SSG requests that the Vendor donate 10% of any such 
sales to the SSG. 

 
3. BIDDERS 
(a) All bids shall be in Pounds Sterling and shall be submitted on the Bidding Forms 

provided by email or post, to arrive not later than the specific closing date for 
acceptance of bids.  Members outside the UK who communicate by post are advised 
to airmail their Bidding Forms. 

(b) To the best of the Auctioneer’s ability, damaged or defective stamps will be 
identified as such in descriptions, except in mixed lots or collections and lots offered 
on covers of pieces or for their postal or other markings where the condition of the 
stamps may not be faultless. 

(c) Estimated valuations are for guidance only but no lot shall be sold at less than half its 
estimated value. 

(d) All prices listed in the Auction Catalogue are Reserve prices, unless otherwise stated.  
No lot shall be sold at less than its Reserve or other price stated in the Catalogue.  
The price quoted in the Catalogue is the lowest accepted bid. 

(e) Each lot shall be sold at one bidding step above the second highest bid except that, if 
there are two or more equal bids, the earliest equal high bid received shall be 
successful.  Submission dates are as recorded on emails and envelopes sent.  Bidding 
steps shall be:  

a. 50p up to £10 
b. £1 up to £20 
c. £2 up to £50 
d. £5 after £50 
e. At the Auctioneer’s discretion. 



(f)  “BUY” bids shall not be accepted. 
(g) Members may limit their total expenditure by stating clearly on the Bidding Form 

“Total expenditure not to exceed [sum, stated in Pounds Sterling]”, and their least-
favoured bid lot(s).  This limit shall be exclusive of postage, insurance and other 
charges. 

(h) Postal viewing will not be available. 
(i) Post-auction, members may request the Auctioneer forward their interest to a 

Vendor for direct private sale of unsold lots. 
(j) The Auctioneer has the right to bid, with the proviso that their list of sealed bids is 

sent to the SSG President before the Catalogue is distributed to members. 
 

4. BUYERS 
(a) Buyers will receive a proforma invoice showing their successful bids and the total 

payment required, including the cost of postage and any other charges. 
(b) Payment shall be despatched to reach the Auctioneer within seven days of receipt of 

the invoice.  
(c) The Auctioneer will despatch the Buyers’ purchases upon receipt of full payment. 
(d) If payment is not received within a reasonable time the Auctioneer may re-sell the 

lot or lots and seek from the original Buyer any deficiency on the transaction. 
(e) At his discretion, the Auctioneer may despatch lots with the invoice to known Buyers 

with satisfactory references or an established history of prompt payments. 
(f) All payments shall be made in Pounds Sterling.  Cheques are made out to the Sudan 

Study Group.  Alternate payment methods such as internet bank transfer and PayPal 
also can be used especially for non-UK members, but the Buyer assumes 
responsibility for all bank charges.  See also Rule 2 (h). 

(g) In the absence of specific instructions from the Buyer, lots will be despatched by 
post in a manner deemed appropriate by the Auctioneer that satisfies the 
requirement of the insurers. 

 
-- 
 
The SSG Auction is a popular service and understandably so. 
 
It is emphasised however that the auction results from the voluntary work of fellow 
members and it is not a commercial business nor under the aegis of a professional 
auctioneer.  We are, all of us, responsible for cooperating to ensure that our auction runs 
efficiently and with complete propriety.  All members are urged to read the latest Auction 
Rules (above) enclosed for your retention, with particular reference to the following points: 
 
 For very practical reasons please do not send unsolicited material; see Rule 2 (a); and 
always email or post a separate advice of despatch. 
 
 It is sensible to append estimated valuations which are on the low side so as to 
attract Bidders and avoid material being returned as “unsold”. 
 



 Whilst postal history and the less common stamps attract interest, it must be said 
that the more common “routine” stamps do not and are best disposed of in some other 
way. 
 
 All unsold live auction lots will be returned to the Vendor.  The Auctioneer cannot 
undertake to retain members material on an indefinite basis in the hope of a future sale nor 
will he act as an agent to sell material through commercial outlets. 
 
Bidders 
 Please make out your bids clearly, ideally avoiding additional complicating 
instructions that might be misconstrued. 
 
 Maximum bids can be placed secure in the knowledge that there will be no 
“phantom” underbidding! 
 
 All bids are strictly confidential so please do not ask what others are bidding. 
 
 The description of the lot is primarily the responsibility of the Vendor but the 
Auctioneer (Sales Secretary) will readily invoke Rule 2(e) in the interests of all parties. 
 
Buyers 
 Please pay your invoices promptly! 
 
 Rule 4(a) requires payment prior to despatch, and Rule 4(e) will rarely be applied 
when a Buyer’s total purchases involve a significant sum. 
 


